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Mr. John F. Norris 
7b 16 Northern uve. , 

Glenn Dale, ML) 20769 

Near John, 

iou are in touch with Hickey's family, I have no desire to intrude upon their privacy 
so I write them through you bemuse of several developments that may be of interest to them# 
3}Hi4f icing to my lawyer friend who handled my FOIk lawsuits I mentioned Hickey's situa- 
tion, tliut lawyers want more front money tlmn he can afford to liandle the cuse. He and I 



both know a loyjnpr lawyer who would be quite good for it, ho much better tlmn £, and he 

O/fH 

s/iid tluit when he returens to 1)C he'll speak to that lawyer. Or, what I way saying, is 

it may be possibly for the llioke^Ts to get a good lawyer, iiy belief is that if they 
do, Bt. Ilartin's would be quite willing to make a settlement that the Hickeys might 
find satisfactory out of court. I have soveral reasons for tliinking tliiu. 

What honijue and Honninger say about mo in their terrible book ranges from twisted and 

distorted to just plain false. While I cannot und do not protend to be able to laiowrt wlxat 

was in their minds on tlxio, I believe it is because they wofo trying to lay a basis for 

discounting any criticism I might make of the book. There is a reason for this and I think 

it would be dyimmite for the Hickeys and would encoiuage the publisher not to wont any 

publicity. Kemomber, I've not read the book but was sent pages referring to me. On one of 

them tlxey say that the pictures x gave Donahue were of no value. That is false. One that 
OlU. 

I remember clearly that ( I loaned him, and I have Ms letter witlx wldch he returned it, does 
disprove Ixis cockamanie explanation of the shooting. But more than that, I referred lxirn to 
the part of the Dapruder film after those frames published by the Commission and I also told 
him that there is no question about it, the limo did not speed up until uftor the head shot, 
or on tlin” basis alone his theory is entirely impossible. There is no problem proving tliat. 

I think but after all those years cannot bo sure tlxat the Commission a interpretation and 
tliat of the FBI ia that tlxio is true und obvious to them froflnthut film. 

fllxis in to *a y tlxat ^onahue had reason to believe tlxat lxio theory was impossible yet 
proceeded with it. 

I also remoLxb‘3 ' telling lxirn tlxat proper interpretation of the altgens picture published 
jfcxthe Conniasion also proves his theory to be impossible. His interpretation of it is phony. 

A,l ow publishers have responsibilities. I've been used b^ at least three that I can re- 
call as rnx expert to evaluate a book, three books, tliat i3, 5o the publisher could know if 
they were phony. It i 3 clear tlxat Bt. AA artin's nade no cJx effort even thoiu'h they had to 
xnow that the book dumaged Hickey, mid on tluit i lxave proof tluit they knew, or should have 
known, tluit flickuf a i the least could be damaged emotionully very much. 

Noiuilxue hired a private eye to investigate 1 Hickey. He blabbed, toong the tilings he 
said is tluit tlxey knew Hickey had a severe emotional reaction, had had to retire, and was 
living like a recluse. Yet Kan hcCormick, St. /fartin' a 1 'resident , said one of the reasons 



c. 



they decide i to publish the book is tliat Hickey did not respond to their phone colls. Of 
course ho had no obligation to, but that it was known that he was not taking phone calls 
wipes out their excuse, especially because licOoruick also s<dLd they were not sure tliat the 
book was accurate and trutliful. 

While I do not know tills to be a faotj I believe that at least one of the critics must 
have phoned or written St. (/nr tin's or both from wliat 1 learned the end of last week. /Vny 
one re,* illy familiar with tho well-known photog’apliic evidence knows wliat I 3ay aboksfe, tliat 
it disproves Donahue* s crazy and irresponsible t/peory. On this, and I*n not takir^ tho time 
to check ny file, when Donahue talked the Baltimore Jfun into using his nonsense years ago, 
in tho 1 l J70s, I had some correspondence with tliat reporter and I'm sure the Sun dropped 
^onahue's theory then. Tliat man' s mime is Keppert, as I recall. 

It liappons that a while back a man phoned me tolling me he in n former FBI SA, that 
he had written a book and could do nothing with it, and asked if I could help him. I re- 
ferred liin to a friend and I then wrote tliat friend on his behalf. As a result tliat for- 
mer SA has a contract for Ilia book tliat he is quite p&eused with, //e phoned mi to tluink me. 

During the course of our conversation he told me t)iat he had learned that ^t. .girtin' s 
had in effect withdrawn iiortal Krror and tliat the paperback contract for it lias been can- 
called and tliis after selling SO, 000 copies of it. He also told me that he had spoken to 
a book store specializing in books on the assassination and wiys told tliat St. A artin's 
had phoned then to offer the retraining coxxLes at .00 each. x liis clearly means tliat they 
have lejimed tliat their book is a fake. And tliat in turn leads me to believe tliat if a 
good luwyer who has the reputation for being vigorous handles the case for Hickey St. 
Partin' s will be anxious to settle as quietly as they can because with tho history £ in- 
dicate briefly above they do not linve a leg to stand on and it can hurt them bery much 
if there is publicity. 

I do not know whether the lawyer I tliink would be good for Hickey can tal<£ the case 
now but from wliat t know of liim I tliink he'd like to bo able to. If he can t I tliink tliat 
through ny lawyer it should be possible to get another one who ia good. So, would you 
olease tell tho Hickeys what I report and let mo know if they'd like me to continue to 
males these efforts to help liim? With the assurance that I want /^nothing out of it. I 
refused onytliing from the FBI SA so ho said he'd send ny wife some flowers. He'll be com- 
ing hero next month to meet me mid use i.iy files for further writing. 

For the liickeys, my understanding is tliat the publisher is responsible and tliat he 
can be collected from, //e in turn tries to collect from the writer of the book. So whether 
Donahue has money or not makes no difference. St* Martin's does. And stands to bo hurt 
very much by any publicity on their incredible irresponsibility in publialiing tliut book. 

If you or they should call me, I'll be in Baltimore Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, 
at Johns Hopkins. I'll leave around 11 those days, ^enembor, x have to go to bed 
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The other duys I'll be home from my early-morning physical therapy and blood tea tiny by 
a little after 9 and except for errands t)m~ never take much time, will bo hone the rest 
of the day unless we go out for early supper, which we probably will at least one day this 

week. 

i>y the way, if the Itickeya should want to borrow it, I have a super-0 copy of the 
Zapruder film tliat is of soso quality but clear on the fact that Donahue's theory is 
lmpoT.iihlC ~1fU~hny -rnnlfl + n it and I have a Ibnua version that is of fine 

Quality. It cm also be seen by prearrangenont with the National Archives and the 3ec* 
ret iiervico has, unless thoy^re put it in the archives ( as I think v ou ^elley told mo 

they intended to do), a good or better Omm copy made from the original. It once had two 

such copies. 

If Hickey or his family suspect liave some ultei-ior motive I've done this ldjid of 
thing before because I want only the truth to be told atfd because this is not the first 
time someone has abused Secret Service agents without any legitimate basis at all. When 
William ilanchester' s book cume out and he said the nasty things he did about Sreer and 
Ke Herman, I think in Into 19bb, iD OfUced for time on \fT0P, uliieh then had talk shows, to 
answer Winchester. I was on the flob Rayford show and did defend those men, who I'd never 
even spoken to . I also spoke at the u niv. Of “ary land and there also de /ended them, at tta 
end d #y Kollenaan' s daughter cruae up and thanked me. So it can be learned that this is the 
way I feel and try to do. Some of the hellennan nnd/or (ireer neilihbots also may remember 
because some of them phoned mo to thank mo after I was on the “ayford show. 

The former. FBI Ok I refer to above is sending mo some of my books he hns to be auto- 

rgaphor aiuAo get copies ho does .iot liave. I never aslced him his address but I’ll then 
have it. I’ll ask liim to give mo *11 the details ho lias on what he learned about St. Marti 
withdrawing the book and ho^he learned it. When - hear from the friend through whom I 
arranged for the book contract for this former 3a, I’ll also ask him if h^knowu anything 
because he is a, lawyer in publishing and might. I think that perhaps the Hickeys might 
want to laiow this, I'm certain the lawyer will if they get one, and I think it may also 
indicate to them the possibility of a settlement they can accept without anything in l>ub- 
lie by Hickey, which I think h.'d probably not want. But he was treated atrociously and 

should be compensated to the degree that kind of damage can be undone. 

iiy bent to jeou all# 

Harold V/eiober# 



